
How to Talk
So Your Alabama Lawmaker Will Listen

It may only take a couple dozen phone
calls, emails, or other contact from
constituents to get an issue on your
lawmakers' radar.

Do A Little Research

Learn about the issues in your
community, your lawmaker, and their
position. You can visit aclualabama.org to
learn about the issues we’re tackling. 

MEET IN PERSON
Go to events. Attend town halls, forums, and other meetings where they are
speaking. Come prepared with a question. Be sure to introduce yourself after.
Go to the Statehouse. Visit your legislators during session. You can take part in
a lobby day or contact your lawmakers office to let them know you’re visiting. 
Go to their office. Out of session, legislators have more time.
Set up a meeting and bring like-minded friends.  

WRITE A LETTER
Personal letters can be very effective.
Legislators do read their mail. Typed,
handwritten, or email are all fine. Go
to the ACLU of Alabama website for
ideas on messaging, or use your own
words. Encourage others to write. 

MAKE A CALL
Talk to your legislators. 
Simply pick up the phone and call their
office. You may reach a staffer or leave
a message. State the issue, what you
want them to do about it, and why it
matters to you. 

Find more information at aclualabama.org

Contact Information: 

Physical Address of State House: 
11 S Union Street, Montgomery, AL 36130

Mailing Address for any legislator: 
[Legislator's Name], Alabama State House,
Montgomery, AL 36130
Phone for House: (334) 242-7600
Phone for Senate: (334) 242-7800
Website: http://www.legislature.state.al.us

Pro-Tips

Be prepared. Before contacting your legislator,
research the issue and plan what you want to say. 
Be brief. Legislators want to know what you think, but
they are very busy, especially during session. Keep
letters to 1-2 paragraphs and phone messages to a
few sentences.
Be firm but courteous. If possible, include praise for
a position the legislator has taken in the past.  

Lawmakers Represent You!



How a Bill Becomes
A Law
1. THE BILL IS FILED AND SENT TO COMMITTEE. 
No bill can become an act until it has been read on three separate
days in each chamber. The first reading occurs when the bill is first
introduced. Reference to committee immediately follows the first
reading. 

What You Can Do and When

NOTE: A public hearing request must be submitted to
the committee chair BEFORE the bill is set for
committee. 

2. THE COMMITTEE CONSIDERS THE BILL. 
The committees of each house meet and consider the bills that have
been referred to them. Committee members vote to approve the bill,
amend it, or send it to subcommittee for further discussion. 

Bills that receive a majority vote are reported favorably, given a
second reading, and placed on the regular calendar. Bills that do not
are typically dead. 

3. THE BILL IS DEBATED ON THE FLOOR. 
Bills are listed on the calendar in the order they are reported from
committee. The Rules Committee can vote to place a bill on the Special
Order Calendar in order to bring the bill to the top of the calendar.
Otherwise, the bill must wait its turn, which can take some time given
the number of bills filed.

When the bill is reached on the calendar, the bill gets its third reading.
At this time, the whole house studies, debates, and amends the bill.
Separate votes are taken on each amendment or change to the bill. 

4. THEY VOTE. 
After the bill has been debated, each member votes. If a 51% majority
of those present vote in favor of the bill, it passes. Otherwise, it fails. 

5. REPEAT STEPS 1-4 IN THE OTHER CHAMBER.
If the second house makes changes to the bill, the bill is sent back to
the house of origin for consideration of the amendment. Both
chambers must pass identical versions of the same bill in order for it
to go to the Governor's desk. 

If the second house does not approve it in committee or it is not
considered by the full house, then the bill is dead. 

6. THE GOVERNOR DECIDES TO SIGN OR VETO. 
When the bill reaches the Governor, if it is signed, it completes its
enactment into law. If the Governor disapproves, it can be vetoed and
returned to the originating house for consideration. The legislature can
override a veto with a simple majority (51%) vote. 

NOTE: Check the ALISON database often. This includes
information about all bills, as well as the calendar for
the day. Go to alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison.

BEFORE A BILL IS INTRODUCED:
Research the issues, and your legislators. 
Connect with local special interest groups that analyze
policy to learn about the bills they are supporting or
opposing. 
Encourage your legislators to introduce bills on issues
that you care about. 
Tell others why legislators need to act by sharing
information in person, online, and in the news. 

WHEN A BILL IS IN COMMITTEE:
Contact committee members to ask them to support,
reject, or amend the bill. Recruit your friends to contact
them as well.
Attend public hearings. Testify at the hearing for or
against the bill, particularly if you have a personal story.

WHEN A BILL IS ON THE FLOOR:
Contact your legislator to support, reject, or amend the
bill. Ask your friends to do the same. 
Tell people why you think the bill should or should not
pass by posting on social media or writing a letter to the
editor in your local newspaper.

WHEN A BILL IS ON THE GOVERNOR'S DESK:
Contact the Governor's office to encourage signing or
vetoing the bill. 
Identify other people who may have special influence
with the Governor and contact them. 

NOTE: If you don't get the outcome you're hoping for,
stay positive. Passing quality legislation takes time. 

Find more information at aclualabama.org

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/default.aspx

